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started, like Spinoza, with definitions of *' cause of itself" and " substance in itself."
His central definition is that of God : *' God is a being absolutely infinite; in other words, God is substance, constituted by an infinity of attributes, each of which expresses an eternal and infinite essence." This is presented to us as an intuitive truth, clear and certain in its own self-evidence, as a principle on which we may safely reason to any length, with the conviction of knowing as thoroughly what it means as we know what Euclid means by isosceles, or scalene, or right-angled triangle. In reality, it is far more mysterious than any proposition contained in the creeds of the Church respecting the Trinity or the Incarnation. It is difficult to understand how Spinoza could expect that men would receive as self-evident, on the bare statement of it, such an assertion as that " Gocl is substance constituted by an infinity of attributes ; " or how he could overlook that if substance is constituted by attributes it cannot be what he himself defines it to be, *' that which is in itself, and is conceived by itself, or that the conception of which does not involve the conception of anything else as that from which it is formed." The definition of God I have called Spinoza's central definition, because it includes, takes up into itself, the other definitions. There occur in it, you will have observed, the words substance, attribute, infinite,